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mobilization of the French and Russian armies. Mobiliza-
tion was expressly understood as being equivalent to war—
to the actual opening of hostilities. In the negotiations for
the Military Convention in July, 1892,
"General Obruchev emphasized finally the necessity 'of
the immediate and simultaneous mobilization of the Rus-
sian and French armies at the first news received by either
of the two countries of a mobilization of the forces of the
Triple Alliance, He understands further that this mobiliza-
tion of France and Russia would be followed immediately
by positive results, by acts of war, in a word would be in-
separable from an 'aggression.' " 29
Similarly, General Boisdeffre, in talking with the Tsar
the day after the Military Convention had been approved,
remarked:
"The mobilization is the declaration of war. To mobilize
is to oblige one's neighbor to do the same. Mobilization in-
volves the carrying out of strategic transportation and con-
centration. Otherwise, to leave a million men on one's
frontier, without doing the same simultaneously, is to de-
prive oneself of all possibility of moving later; it is placing
oneself in the situation of an individual who, with a pistol in
his pocket, should let his neighbor put a weapon to his fore-
head without drawing his own." [To which Alexander III
replied], "That is exactly the way I understand it."30
This, "offensive-defensive" character of the Alliance is
further seen in the technical arrangements which were
worked out annually later in great detail by the French and
Russian General Staffs,31 On the generally accepted prin-
ciple that the best form of defensive warfare is to take the
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